Mrs. Cora Atwater
April 16, 1931 - May 28, 2018

Cora Reese Atwater was born April 16, 1931 and passed away into perfect
peace on May 28, 2018 at the age of 87 years. She was the sixth of thirteen
children born in Iberville, Louisiana to the union of Rev. Harry and Oweaner
Reese.

Cora attended McKinley High School in Baton Rouge, LA and upon
graduating moved to Seattle, WA to live with her sister, Katherine. While in
Seattle, she worked at the U.S. Army base. While on base, Cora met Joseph
Atwater. The couple married in 1952 and moved to Saginaw, MI to start and
raise a family. They were blessed with four children, Clarence Dale, Kenneth
Wade, Bernard Van and Anthony Leroy. After moving, they joined Mt. Olive
Baptist Church and became very active members. Cora became a Sunday
School teacher, sang in the choir for over 60 years, she was a member of
Body and Soul, and a member of the First Responders Ministry. She truly
loved her Pastor and church family. Cora was a Licensed Practical Nurse at
the Veterans Administration Hospital for several years before retiring in 1988.
Being a nurse came easily to her because she thoroughly loved helping
others. Her kind soul and nurturing spirit were a perfect fit for the job.

Cora spent more than 50 years of her life in Saginaw forming everlasting
friendships and bonds with everyone she met, but, “home” for her was always
Louisiana. She took advantage of every opportunity to go home to visit her



parents, brothers, and sisters. Whenever she was planning a trip, she would
always say with a smile, “I'm going home for a little while.” Now, she wears the
biggest smile, because she is truly home with the Lord in heaven, reunited
with her husband, parents, siblings and other family and friends. Cora was a
kind, considerate and generous person. She will be remembered for many
things, including her Christ-like character, good deeds, service to her church
and community, and in her house, you were guaranteed to hear her singing
gospel hymns as if no one else was around.

Mrs. Atwater touched many souls and will be greatly missed by all. She is
survived by her four loving boys, Clarence, Kenneth, Bernard (Kim) and
Anthony (Pam); seven grandchildren, Kyneth, Kyle, Andrea (Eric), Christopher
(Leticia), Rasheed, Victoria and Anthony; two great-grandchildren, Jayda and
Joseph; three sisters, Alma Walker, Lou Littlefield (Al), and Hilda Lucas; four
brothers, Lawrence Reese (Pearlie), Joseph Reese, John Reese, George
Reese and a host of other relatives and friends.

Mrs. Atwater was preceded in death by her husband, Joseph Atwater; her
parents, Rev. Harry and Mrs. Oweaner Reese; one grandson, Rashad
Atwater; one brother, Lee Roy Reese; three sisters, Katherine Smith, Ethel
Mae Criddle and Dorothy Hughes.

Funeral service will take place at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, June 4, 2018 at Mt.
Olive Missionary Institutional Baptist Church, 1114 North 6th Street, Saginaw,
MI 48601. Pastor Marvin T. Smith will officiate with interment in Forest Lawn
Cemetery, 3210 South Washington Avenue, Saginaw, M| 48601. Friends may
call at the Evans & Browne's Funeral Home, 441 North Jefferson Avenue,
Saginaw, M| 48607 on Sunday from 2:00 until 8:00 p.m. The family will be
present to greet friends from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m.
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Tribute Wall

E&B Evans & Browne's Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in
vans & Browne's memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater
Funeral Flome
<
A MOTHFR'STOVE

"

Browne's Mortuary - June 07, 2018 at 03:04 PM

Grandma | miss you so much!

Andrea Atwater Gray - May 29, 2023 at 09:56 PM

God'’s blessings to the family

Dettrea Weston - December 16, 2024 at 09:31 AM

Andrea Atwater Gray lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Cora Atwater

andrea atwater gray - July 03, 2018 at 12:08 AM

;_



The Atwater family my condolences goes out
to you all Bernard sorry for your loss.

Michael A. & Felecia D. Martin & Family - June 21, 2018 at 04:25 PM

Albert and Frances Zackrie

Albert and Frances Zackrie - June 14, 2018 at 04:14 AM

Praying for you all

Michelle Bishop-Dawkins - June 07, 2018 at 11:29 AM

Oh Grandma | miss you so much. | know you
and Grandpa are together again. | will forever
miss both of you dearly. | love you so much.
You are my AngelGyp

Andrea Atwater Gray - June 06, 2018 at 01:46 PM



Cheryl And The Turner Children lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Cheryl and the Turner children - June 06, 2018 at 03:54 AM

Karla Atwater lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

Karla Atwater - June 05, 2018 at 04:35 PM

Sending my deepest condolences to the
entire Atwater family.

Betty Holmes - June 04, 2018 at 05:07 AM

My condolences to the Atwater family.

Sherri Atwater - June 03, 2018 at 07:32 PM

W




Teresa Wilcoxon lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Teresa Wilcoxon - June 03, 2018 at 02:03 PM

Theotis Teresa Wilcoxon sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Theotis Teresa Wilcoxon - June 03, 2018 at 02:01 PM

Tavaris Wilcoxon sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Tavaris Wilcoxon - June 03, 2018 at 01:28 PM

Jeanette Champion sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Jeanette Champion - June 03, 2018 at 01:09 PM




RIP |

Beverly Gibbs - June 03, 2018 at 11:37 AM

DIANA MIREE sent a virtual gift in memory of -
Mrs. Cora Atwater \

DIANA MIREE - June 03, 2018 at 11:25 AM

To the Atwater Family,

I have always been proud to call Cora sister, for she she surely
represented all the attributes we see in a sister. It is said that life
begins with infancy, with all eyes and interest on the young child.
Cora and | grew up together from elementary through high school.
Through our years together and our moments of laughter, our tears
of sadness and our joy and happiness, we truly enjoyed our
sisterhood.

Always remember that even during her times of trial and suffering,
you may only see one set of footprints, but it was then that the
Eternal One carried her, and now He carries each of you.

Love,
Your Sister Alma Walker

Alma Walker - June 03, 2018 at 10:01 AM



Margaret Jones lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

S N

Margaret Jones - June 03, 2018 at 09:42 AM

Praying For The Atwater Family..Loved Me Some Mrs. Cora..R.I.H.
Kevin jordan - June 03, 2018 at 05:10 AM

Praying for you Benard and Kim and the entire Atwater family during
this most difficult time.

With much love;
David and Cheryl (Frierson) Nelson
David and Cheryl Nelson - June 03, 2018 at 12:14 AM
To the Atwater family; much love and prayers for everyone of you.

Your in Christ; Pastor James Nelson.

Pastor James Nelson - June 02, 2018 at 11:24 PM



I’'m so glad Aunt Cora had four boys, because when | came to your
house she made me feel like | was her daughter. Being surrounded
by women who love you is a very special gift to a little girl. The
empowerment is everlasting. She offered the type of
encouragement that every girl, every woman needs to feel.

Both she and my own mother were my role models, teaching me
how a woman deports herself in a respectable manner. How a
woman could be both strong and feminine, and hold her place in
this world -- come what may. What a lesson that was for me. It’s a
message that endures; applicable for today’s young woman. It’s the
example | set for my daughter and granddaughter, and I’'m sure she
set for yours.

So God bless you Cora Atwater, as your presence blessed the
many people whose lives you so graciously touched.

Clarence, Kenny, Bernie and Tony, may God'’s ever powerful love
bring you peace and healing as you celebrate the life of Cora Reese
Atwater.

Trish Meridy

Trish - June 02, 2018 at 10:40 PM
We here at Plymouth Rock Baptist Church in Plaquemine Louisiana,
where Sister Alma Reese Walker has always been a faithful

member and whom we love very much, sends our condolences to
Mrs Alma Reese Walker and the entire family. God Bless everyone!!

Lora Griffin - June 02, 2018 at 08:40 PM



Joanie Williams lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

Joanie Williams - June 02, 2018 at 08:23 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Mrs. Cora Atwater.

June 02, 2018 at 11:46 AM

Evelyn Garrett lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

Evelyn Garrett - June 02, 2018 at 06:47 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mrs. Cora Atwater.

June 02, 2018 at 12:08 AM
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Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Mrs. Cora Atwater.

June 01, 2018 at 10:55 PM
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A Legacy of Love -- Our Gracious Gift from Cora Atwater

Cora taught us how to live, love, parent, and care about one other.
How very blessed we were to have the privilege to have her in our
lives as friend, sibling, nephew, niece, grandchildren, son, and of
course her husband, Joe.

Cora never met a stranger. She welcomed all that came to her
home with a smile, a nice cup of coffee, and happily shared
whatever she had prepared as the “dish of the day.” She always
greeted you with her beautiful smile, a welcome lap for your little
ones, and a helping hand to all in need. Loving always her four
sons, but also countless other boys and girls who considered her a
second Mom; my children being in that number.

Cora was one of Leora Atwater, her mother-in-law’s favorite people.
She was a dear friend to every sister and brother in-law, especially
fo me. That is one of the greatest tests of character, being a likable
person who made all feel welcome. A great sense of humor put all

at ease in her presence. Something we should all strive to achieve.

A wonderful Christian woman, she had the privilege of knowing
Jesus Christ as her personal savior from a very early age. Cora a
PK, (preacher’s kid) came from a family that prayed together. She
led her family, and many others to know Jesus. She sang in the
church choir, and always brightened her home by humming
spirituals as she went about completing any task.

Cora lived a responsible and representative life. She never spoke ill
of anyone, and always offered a listening ear. She was there to
support us all, and gave us sound advice. | am so proud that she
was my friend, and an important part of my life. A true inspiration
and blessing to us all.

Clarence, Kenny, Bernie, Tony, grandchildren and great
grandchildren, she loved you so dearly, and you know how very



blessed you are to have had Cora as your wonderful Mother and
Grandmother. | am comforted knowing that Cora is in the arms of
God.

May God bless and keep you always.

Aunt Bette
Bette C. Atwater

Bette Atwater - June 01, 2018 at 06:36 PM

Mom very well said! | always admired how you and Aunt Cora bonded
and despite all challenges remained close. Your relationship is
certainly one fit for emulation and you two were often confused as
being "blood" relatives as you both were/are beautiful inside and out.
Your prose are truly representative of your admiration of Aunt Cora and
I'm sure she has told Bill and Alma how much she loves Bette! With
Love Ricky!

Rick King - June 04, 2018 at 10:10 PM

Peace be with you Kenny at this time, your mom was a lovely lady.
Keeping you and the family in prayer! J,

JoEllen Gaddis-McElhaney - June 01, 2018 at 05:38 PM



Our deepest condolences to the Atwater ]
family for the loss of your beautiful mother,

mother in law, grandmother aunt, and sister. |
We pray that God will keep his arms wrapped u
tightly around each of you and provide

comfort and peace. May her love, laughter, and fond memories
strengthen you today and always.

Tracy, Melody & Brielle Woods

The Woods Family - June 01, 2018 at 12:10 PM

Linda Troutmon lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

|
Linda Troutmon - June 01, 2018 at 10:11 AM

Dwight/Shalanda Akins lit a candle in memory !

of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Dwight/Shalanda Akins - June 01, 2018 at 06:02 AM



Loudean Moultrie sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Loudean Moultrie - June 01, 2018 at 05:58 AM

My condolences to the Atwater family. |
Karen Martin-Brodnex

Karen Brodnex - June 01, 2018 at 05:06 AM

To the Atwater Family truly sorry for your Lost. !
Mrs. Atwater was a Great women. Sending up

my prayers for the family. ’

Arthur Williams - June 01, 2018 at 02:06 AM

Stephanie Ford sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Stephanie Ford - May 31, 2018 at 10:24 PM



LUCY ERBY lit a candle in memory of Mrs. |
Cora Atwater
LUCY ERBY - May 31, 2018 at 09:44 PM

How does one end a chapter? !
Novels usually ends with a semblance of

solace.
Cora's ended with the peace tranquility to \A
God's home leaving behind a stoic foundation

of beautiful memories.

Memories that will help abate the pain of her demise.

During her time under God' s tutelage she provided her family with a
comfort called

home and now her creator has called her home, where she will
dwell for eternity.

Hopefully, her innate traits of love, caring, kindness, and sacrificing
are legacies that will be emulated by her children and grand children
and serve as a marquee in the memory banks of those who
witnessed her Godly tasks.

Thanks for all of your kindness shown, because you were truly an
angelic person sent from heaven above to show the world God's
continuous love.

Thank you for your many many years of divine friendship.

Your brother in law,

Charles Atwater

Charles Atwater - May 31, 2018 at 06:35 PM

This is beautiful Uncle charles@y

Andrea Gray - May 31, 2018 at 09:26 PM



Robert And Linda Veasley lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Robert and Linda Veasley - May 31, 2018 at 05:24 PM

Delvin Little lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

Delvin Little - May 31, 2018 at 03:33 PM

Eugene Blair And Family lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Eugene Blair and Family - May 31, 2018 at 02:02 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Cora Atwater.

May 31, 2018 at 12:50 PM

i
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Debra Dillard lit a candle in memory of Mrs. I

Cora Atwater
‘*

Debra Dillard - May 31, 2018 at 10:53 AM

My condolences to Bernie,Kenny,Clarence and the Atwater family./
have know Mrs Atwater since a child.

Your mom was one of the sweetest neighbors.

Hold to Gods hand,for it is he that will give you comfort.

Debra Dillard - May 31, 2018 at 10:56 AM

IRMA CHISM lit a candle in memory of Mrs. |
Cora Atwater

IRMA CHISM - May 31, 2018 at 10:35 AM

Doloris Mixon sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater f

Doloris Mixon - May 31, 2018 at 09:53 AM



Vanessa Humes-Johnson sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Vanessa Humes-Johnson - May 31, 2018 at 08:41 AM

Larry Polk & Family sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Larry Polk & Family - May 31, 2018 at 08:38 AM

| truly enjoyed working with Mrs. Atwater at !
the VA Hospital. She was so thoughtful and

truly cared about her Patients. She had such '
a Beautiful Spirit and was Loved by Everyone. \*

Priscilla Craig - May 31, 2018 at 03:49 AM

The Ford Family sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

The Ford Family - May 31, 2018 at 12:38 AM



May God’s power of the Holy Spirit comfort you and your family. Our
condolences & prayers during your time of bereavement.

Monique - May 30, 2018 at 11:19 PM

My sincere condolences to the Atwater family.

II
Shelaine Parrish - May 30, 2018 at 09:28 PM

Kathy Shaw lit a candle in memory of Mrs. T
Cora Atwater

Kathy Shaw - May 30, 2018 at 08:57 PM

Frank Johnson lit a candle in memory of Mrs. |
Cora Atwater

Frank Johnson - May 30, 2018 at 08:49 PM



Sonny & Freddie Hodges lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Sonny & Freddie Hodges - May 30, 2018 at 08:40 PM

Sherry Young lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

Sherry Young - May 30, 2018 at 07:52 PM

Walsezetta Bennett sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Walsezetta Bennett - May 30, 2018 at 07:21 PM

Lela And Wilson Jones lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Lela and Wilson Jones - May 30, 2018 at 07:15 PM




Derrell Martin lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

Derrell Martin - May 30, 2018 at 06:36 PM

My sincere condolences to the Atwater family.
Prayers

Cheryl Carpenter - May 30, 2018 at 06:22 PM

Stephanie Hall lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

Stephanie Hall - May 30, 2018 at 05:14 PM

Deborah Champion lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Deborah Champion - May 30, 2018 at 04:46 PM




MARILYN BOWMAN lit a candle in memory of !

Mrs. Cora Atwater

MARILYN BOWMAN - May 30, 2018 at 04:14 PM

PRAYING FOR THE ATWATER FAMILY,
ASKING GOD TO COMFORT EACH AND o
EVERYONE, FAMILY AND FRIENDS

BERNICE WILLIAMS - May 30, 2018 at 02:35 PM

My condolences to the family, to be absent from the body is to be
present with the Lord.

Mary (Georgia) Nettles - May 30, 2018 at 02:21 PM

Praying for the entire Atwater Family, I've
known mother Atwater my entire life, she had a
sweet spirit, RIH mother, Bernie you took very
good care if your mom.

Rita M. Williams & Donavon Flemings - May 30, 2018 at 12:42 PM



To the Atwater family my thoughts and prayers
are with you during this time. My prayer is that
God gives you the comfort and peace needed.
His promise is that He will never leave or
forsake you, now Lord let your presence be felt
by this family.

Janie Surles-Cork - May 30, 2018 at 12:06 PM

Our heartfelt condolences to the Atwater family.
Bobby and Debra Cork.

Debra Cork - May 30, 2018 at 11:03 AM

Glenn And Koretta Goff lit a candle in memory I
of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Glenn and Koretta Goff - May 30, 2018 at 10:43 AM

Steve Harris And Carolyn Spencer-Harris lit a
candle in memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Steve Harris and Carolyn Spencer-Harris - May 30, 2018 at 08:30 AM



Delores Bond And Family lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Delores Bond and Family - May 30, 2018 at 08:03 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mrs. Cora Atwater.

May 30, 2018 at 07:13 AM

Margie Lawrence lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Margie Lawrence - May 30, 2018 at 06:29 AM

Sandra J Lowrey lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Sandra J Lowrey - May 30, 2018 at 05:19 AM
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Regina Grady lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

Regina Grady - May 30, 2018 at 01:01 AM

Sherry Hannah lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

Sherry Hannah - May 29, 2018 at 11:54 PM

Dona Austin-Bigby lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Dona Austin-Bigby - May 29, 2018 at 11:34 PM

Frank Johnson lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Cora Atwater

W

Frank Johnson - May 29, 2018 at 11:32 PM



Mrs Dale Brooks Mitchner lit a candle in |
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Mrs Dale Brooks mitchner - May 29, 2018 at 10:26 PM

ERIC T. SCOTT lit a candle in memory of ]

Mrs. Cora Atwater

ERIC T. SCOTT - May 29, 2018 at 09:52 PM

To the Atwater Family, my deepest condolences for the loss of your
kind and loving mother.

ERIC T. SCOTT - May 29, 2018 at 09:56 PM

Cheryl Cooper sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Cheryl Cooper - May 29, 2018 at 07:57 PM



Shantel And Enoch Harris lit a candle in I'
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Shantel and Enoch Harris - May 29, 2018 at 06:45 PM

Marcellus Mahone lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Marcellus Mahone - May 29, 2018 at 05:46 PM

Michael Campbell and Family purchased the Sm
all Garden Dish for the family of Mrs. Cora
Atwater.

Michael Campbell and Family - May 29, 2018 at 04:23 PM

Ms. Brenda Bryant-Reynolds & Family sent a
virtual gift in memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Ms. Brenda Bryant-Reynolds & Family - May 29, 2018 at 04:06 PM
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My thoughts and prayers are with Atwater |
Family. Mother Atwater you were a true

inspiration to me and others. You will truly be
missed. May God strengthen the family during \*
this time of sorrow.

Larry Campbell Family and Northeast Asso - May 29, 2018 at 03:55 PM

Calvin & Phyllis Little lit a candle in memory of !

Mrs. Cora Atwater

Calvin & Phyllis Little - May 29, 2018 at 03:36 PM

Gloria Bender Peake sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Gloria Bender Peake - May 29, 2018 at 03:35 PM

Godspeed Mrs. Atwater. My sincere condolences to the Atwater
family and extended family. Strength to you all. Lynn Bryant

Lynn Bryant - May 29, 2018 at 03:22 PM



Lee & Val Evan's lit a candle in memory of 1
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Lee & Val Evan's - May 29, 2018 at 02:19 PM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Cora Atwater.

May 29, 2018 at 02:03 PM

Rodney Howard lit a candle in memory of 1
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Rodney Howard - May 29, 2018 at 01:55 PM

Deborah Toney lit a candle in memory of Mrs. 1
Cora Atwater

Deborah Toney - May 29, 2018 at 01:27 PM
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the Garrett and Burch family send our |
condolence and prayers to the Atwater family

our neighbor and friends. Mrs. Atwater will be
missed, we loved her. \*

Garrett and Burch family - May 29, 2018 at 12:57 PM

Mamma Atwater ......
The qift from God you now have .

I will miss your physical presence dearly, but | have the memories to
cherish forever.

Your daughter,

Gail Annette Little

Gail Little - May 29, 2018 at 12:48 PM

Barbara McMillan-Hargrow lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Barbara McMillan-Hargrow - May 29, 2018 at 11:39 AM

To the Atwater family. Condolences from the ]
Blacksher Family. Our prayers and thoughts

are with you at this time. ’

Wanda S Blacksher - May 29, 2018 at 11:01 AM



Blessings and peace to the family and Mt. Olive flock. Mother Cora
was a light and calm blessing to so many and will be cherished and
remembered fondly and gracefully. May God comfort all during your
mourning period and beyond. Selah!

Michael L. Welch Lawrence - May 29, 2018 at 10:50 AM

Deborah Morris-Williams lit a candle in "

memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Deborah Morris-Williams - May 29, 2018 at 10:38 AM

Loudean Moultrie sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Loudean Moultrie - May 29, 2018 at 10:37 AM

Pamela (Stephens) Monroe lit a candle in |
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Pamela (Stephens) Monroe - May 29, 2018 at 10:31 AM



Val J lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Cora
Atwater

Val J - May 29, 2018 at 09:25 AM

Valerie Foster-Baker sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Cora Atwater

Valerie Foster-Baker - May 29, 2018 at 09:21 AM

Myrtle Collier sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Cora Atwater

Myrtle Collier - May 29, 2018 at 08:22 AM




