
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion
March 22, 1937 - November 5, 2024

“A Matriarch That Blessed Her Whole Family” 
 

Mary Frances Champion was born March 22, 1937, to the late Jessie Nicks
and Jennie Mae Lee in Starkville, Mississippi. 

 

At an early age Mary made her way to Saginaw, Michigan where her
grandmother Eliza Haines and uncle Jessie Haines helped to raise her. The
Haines & Tate families played a pivotal role in her young life. 

George Champion (deceased) & Mary cherished their children and would do
anything to make sure Valerie, Deborah, Kenneth, Michael, Jeanette, and
Cassandra Champion had what they needed and were happy. 

Mary had such a big heart & would open her home for everyone. She was the
epitome of “if you see a need, you meet the need”. In 1986 her grand now
daughter Latrice (Acy) Thomas was in need and Mary met it by becoming her
legal guardian while also maintaining a relationship with her mom Gwendolyn
Dozier. 

Mary paved the way for her children & grandchildren. Her work ethic alone
was top tier. After working 3rd shift for 24 years Mary retired from Eaton
Manufacturing. 



Mary shared a special relationship with her siblings, Harold, Elliot, and
Frederick (Rhonda) Lee. She made a promise to her mother that Harold would
be ok. Jennie Mae, promise fulfilled! 

If you knew Mae Frances, then you knew how she loved to play bingo. You
may even remember her card clubs with the late Mary Tyler, Ann Taylor &
Callie Simmons playing whist! Maybe you really remember way back to the
blues she played, the white label she drank, the Winston light 100’s and don’t
forget the coca cola! Those were the memories that are sure to make you
smile. 

To the Haines, Murry’s, Champion’s, Lee’s, Scarborough’s, Margie Noel, Celie
Fleming, Kevin Champion, Alma Mitchell (sister-in-law), Larry Champion
(brother-in-law) and so many other, nieces, nephews, cousins, family & friends
to name, you all were a part of her village! 

 

Mary seen generations of her grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-
great grandchildren. What an honor! 

 Our Heavenly Matriarch, you will be greatly missed by your grandchildren: 
Tremayne Champion (Tamikka Lewis), Marcus (Laqueatia) Hunt, Jasmine
Walters, Monica Farrington, Keydriarra Champion, Kia Champion, Keyonie
Champion & Cedric Highshaw. 

 

Your loving great-grandchildren: 
 Shania Lewis, Rion Champion, Eric Jones Jr., Ja’Von Thomas, A’Cyah

Thomas, Alece Hunt, J’Kiiah Buchanan, Jonathan Buchanan, Ma’Leah
Bullock, and Qayvon Green. 

 Your precious great-great grandchildren: 
 Kai’Lani Jones and J’Leeah Trigger 

 We’ll see you again! 



Our hearts were not ready but waiting to welcome Mary with open arms was
her mom Jennie Mae Lee, dad Jessie Nicks, sister Paula Susan Lee, brother
Henry “Tubo” Nash, great grandson Quincy Jones, uncles James, Billy &
Thomas Haines, aunt Helen Tate, son in love James Farrington, and her
forever friends Charlene Taylor, Loretta Jones, & Shirly Alexander. 

 

Thank you to those of you who checked and loved on our matriarch. Special
thanks to Celestine “Tiny” Washington and the Hospice Care Team for lovingly
caring for her. Thank you, Administrative Assistant Christopher V. Pryor, and
Victorious Believers Ministries. 

Funeral service will take place at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, November 18, 2024
at Evans & Browne's Funeral Home, 441 N. Jefferson Ave., Saginaw, MI
48607. Pastor Christopher V. Pryor will officiate with interment in Forest Lawn
Cemetery, 3210 S. Washington, Saginaw, MI 48601. Visitation will take place
from 2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. on Sunday at the funeral home.



Cemetery Details

Forest Lawn Cemetery

3210 S. Washington Avenue
Saginaw, MI

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 17. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Evans & Browne's Funeral Home
441 North Jefferson Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607

Funeral Service

NOV 18. 11:00 AM (ET)

Evans & Browne's Funeral Home
441 North Jefferson Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607



Tribute Wall

CB

Browne's Mortuary - November 18, 2024 at 10:44 AM

Evans & Browne's Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

RS

R Smith - November 18, 2024 at 11:06 AM

We the Knights of the Royal Vagabonds, Inc. of St. Louis, MO wish to
express our heartfelt sympathy and condolences on the passing of
Mary Frances Champion. We have traveled with you and our fellow
Knight Fred Lee in spirit to celebrate this life. To be absent from the
body is to be present with the Lord, We pray for your comfort, peace &
understanding! Though we are in St. Louis, if we can help somehow to
comfort you, please let us know. May God bestow his Blessings on this
family and those gathered to celebrate Mary Frances Champion!

  
Humbly Submitted by the Knights of the Royal Vagabonds, 

  
Knight Herb Buie, Grand Pharaoh 

  
Knight Ronn Smith, Chair Sick & Wellfair

Christie Barker - December 04, 2024 at 12:24 AM

Christie Barker lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion



JC

AN

DC

PH

DS

Jeanette B Champion - November 22, 2024 at 11:52 AM

Mama, everyday is a struggle !!, come and talk to me sometime,
forever missing you  get your rest Queen 

Alicia Nelson - November 20, 2024 at 10:54 AM

Alicia Nelson lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Deborah Champion - November 20, 2024 at 07:28 AM

Mama Mama Mama Love You gonna Miss You    

Patricia Hill - November 19, 2024 at 09:08 PM

Patricia Hill lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Dr.Willie Earl & Carrie Thomas, Sr. - November 18, 2024 at 08:49 PM

Dr.Willie Earl & Carrie Thomas, Sr. lit a candle
in memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion
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Alison Sue Houston - November 18, 2024 at 10:20 AM

Rest in Paradise our beautiful cousin Mae
Francis! Remembering your beautiful smile
everytime I seen you and the good times you
visiting St. Louis. We love you always

Evelyn Hardy-Garrett - November 18, 2024 at 09:55 AM

My Condolences to your family

Patricia Allen-Frierson - November 18, 2024 at 09:10 AM

Patricia Allen-Frierson sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Natalie McLaurin-Johnson - November 17, 2024 at 11:16 PM

Natalie McLaurin-Johnson lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion
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Betty Holmes - November 17, 2024 at 10:28 PM

Betty Holmes lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Kim Ross - November 17, 2024 at 08:25 PM

Kim Ross lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Mary
Frances Champion

Lakeisha Pelt - November 17, 2024 at 06:53 PM

Lakeisha Pelt lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Deidra Lee Stubbs - November 17, 2024 at 05:22 PM

Praying for the family at this time and may
peace be upon you all.
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Cevin Johnson - November 17, 2024 at 04:10 PM

Sending condolences, God bless you all.

Sherrell Johnson - November 17, 2024 at 04:08 PM

I want to give the Champion family my
deepest, deepest, sympathy and to thank
them for allowing me the opportunity to share
in the love aind gaining some.fond memories.
Muck gratitude 

Tarra Williams - November 17, 2024 at 03:19 PM

Tarra Williams lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Jayla Williams - November 17, 2024 at 02:35 PM

Sending my Deepest Condolences 

Terry and Trina Townsend - November 17, 2024 at 01:16 PM

Sending condolences and prayers for God's comfort.
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Mr. & Mrs. Henry Brenda Gibbs - November 17, 2024 at 01:06 PM

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Brenda Gibbs lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Mary Turner Barnes - November 17, 2024 at 11:11 AM

Mary Turner Barnes lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

MB
Mary Turner Barnes - November 17, 2024 at 11:15 AM

Condolences to the Family she had such a beautiful loving spirit �

Kimberly Culbert - November 17, 2024 at 10:26 AM

Kimberly Culbert lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

jkiiah amauri - November 17, 2024 at 09:42 AM

I love you granny  the champions vs.the world promise we
have no choice to hold it down in your name !!!!!! 
-kyee
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Leola Woods - November 17, 2024 at 09:11 AM

My Cousin Mae Francis 
We love You Dearly 
Family look up, Jesus will see us through 
Call me at anytime 

Tomekia Willis & The Willis Family - November 17, 2024 at 08:50 AM

Tomekia Willis & The Willis Family lit a candle
in memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Oscar and Alice (Rainey) Wilson Jr. - November 17, 2024 at 08:42 AM

Our Sincere Condolences and Prayers to the
Champion family and friends. Mrs. Champion
has been out neighbor for years. She had a
contagious smile and beautiful dimples. We will
miss her so much. From Her Neighbors.

Rudy and Shontell Patterson Family - November 17, 2024 at 06:18 AM

Rudy And Shontell Patterson Family lit a
candle in memory of Mrs. Mary Frances
Champion
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Virginia Johnson - November 16, 2024 at 02:58 PM

My Condolences 

Gail Calhoun Crittendon - November 16, 2024 at 02:32 PM

Gail Calhoun Crittendon lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Gwendolyn D Buchanan - November 15, 2024 at 12:44 PM

My condolences to the family.

Vivian Stephens - November 15, 2024 at 12:35 PM

Vivian Stephens lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion
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Jennifer Bates & Family - November 15, 2024 at 08:13 AM

Jennifer Bates & Family lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Tanya Tate-Harrison and family - November 14, 2024 at 11:40 PM

Tanya Tate-Harrison And Family lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Deborah Morris Williams - November 14, 2024 at 07:19 PM

Deborah Morris Williams lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Helen Neicy Lutz - November 14, 2024 at 04:46 PM

Helen Neicy Lutz lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion
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Walter/Dorothy Harris - November 14, 2024 at 03:18 PM

Walter/Dorothy Harris lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Vyethel Kemp Peterson - November 14, 2024 at 12:00 PM

Vyethel Kemp Peterson lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Olivia Kincaid - November 14, 2024 at 11:50 AM

Olivia Kincaid sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Renee Kaiser - November 13, 2024 at 06:46 PM

Renee Kaiser lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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Renee Kaiser - November 13, 2024 at 06:47 PM

My heartfelt condolences  to Valerie Champion and Family

Colleen Smith - November 13, 2024 at 06:26 PM

Sending my prayers and deepest
condolences to the Champion, and extended
family. So sorry for your loss. 
Colleen Smith and family.

Doris Jones - November 13, 2024 at 06:02 PM

Doris Jones sent a virtual gift in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Margo J Fletcher - November 13, 2024 at 05:05 PM

Margo J Fletcher lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion
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Kim Harrold - November 13, 2024 at 01:48 PM

Kim Harrold lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Giselle Bender - November 13, 2024 at 10:23 AM

Giselle Bender lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Brownie Batts - November 13, 2024 at 09:48 AM

Brownie Batts lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

June Euell - November 12, 2024 at 11:42 PM

My condolences to the Champion family 
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Joy McWright - November 12, 2024 at 08:39 PM

My sincere condolences to the Champion
Family. Momma Mary was a beautiful woman
and loved that laughter and those beautiful
dimples. She will be sadly missed.

Margie Lawrence-Shakespeare - November 12, 2024 at 04:48 PM

Margie Lawrenae-Shakespeare off 12st

Margie Lawrence-Shakespeare - November 12, 2024 at 04:47 PM

Margie Lawrence-Shakespeare lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Sade Henry Gregory - November 12, 2024 at 02:54 PM

Sade Henry Gregory lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion
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Cynthia L Bruce-Taylor - November 12, 2024 at 01:25 PM

Cynthia L Bruce-Taylor sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Dennis and Gail Porter - November 12, 2024 at 10:03 AM

Dennis And Gail Porter lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Chris Snow-Jeter - November 12, 2024 at 08:46 AM

Chris Snow-Jeter sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Donna Dawkins - November 12, 2024 at 06:46 AM

Donna Dawkins lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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Jeannie Morris - November 11, 2024 at 08:46 PM

Condolences and prayers to the Champion
family so many memories    we had.
Coming up as kids we lived at the Champion
house. Cassandra, Jeannette, Val, Deb,
Kenny and Mike the Castell Family send our
love, support and prayers to the entire family

Cathie Stephens - November 11, 2024 at 07:10 PM

Cathie Stephens lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Gordon and Barbara Nichols - November 11, 2024 at 07:09 PM

Gordon And Barbara Nichols lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Shawn Gills - November 11, 2024 at 03:56 PM

Shawn Gills lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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Rosalind McNichols - November 11, 2024 at 02:38 PM

That big beautiful smile. Rest with the
ancestors MrsMaeFrancis. We love you.

Eugene Evans - November 11, 2024 at 01:21 PM

Eugene Evans lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Itonya - November 11, 2024 at 01:03 PM

My condolences to the Champion Family, may
God keep you all covered through this time.
Itonya (Toni)

Barbara Holmes - November 11, 2024 at 11:20 AM

Barbara Holmes lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion
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Carolyn Washington - November 10, 2024 at 07:45 PM

My Sincere Condolences to the Champion
and Extended Family , May God give you
Strength and Comfort during this difficult time.
Praying for y'all,

Isabel Yrlas-Wilson - November 10, 2024 at 05:17 PM

My deepest condolences to the family. My
prayers are with you during this difficult time
may the Lord give you strength in the days to
come.

JoyReeves - November 10, 2024 at 02:42 PM

JoyReeves sent a virtual gift in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Dinatria Shell Rainey - November 10, 2024 at 11:02 AM

Sending prayers of love and strength to the
Champion and Lee family. Rest peacefully Mrs.
Frances .
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The Tillman Family - November 10, 2024 at 10:56 AM

The Tillman Family lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Delphine Tillman-Martin - November 10, 2024 at 10:55 AM

Delphine Tillman-Martin lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

VICKI Lynn FRAYER - November 10, 2024 at 09:06 AM

VICKI Lynn FRAYER lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Shirley Castell - November 10, 2024 at 08:20 AM

Shirley Castell lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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Cynthia Jones - November 10, 2024 at 07:03 AM

Cynthia Jones lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Gary Martin - November 09, 2024 at 09:18 PM

Gary Martin lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Glendorah Lawrence - November 09, 2024 at 03:44 PM

Expressing my sincere sympathies in the passing of your mother
and grandmother

Carrie Polk - November 08, 2024 at 10:14 PM

Carrie Polk lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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IF

BS

BS

Stacy Duran - November 08, 2024 at 09:33 PM

Stacy Duran sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Ida Helton and Family - November 08, 2024 at 08:40 PM

Ida Helton And Family lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Browder Family off 12th and Wadsworth st - November 08, 2024 at 06:20 PM

Browder Family Off 12th And Wadsworth St
sent a virtual gift in memory of Mrs. Mary
Frances Champion

Browder Family off 12th and Wadsworth st - November 08, 2024 at 06:19 PM

Browder Family Off 12th And Wadsworth St lit
a candle in memory of Mrs. Mary Frances
Champion
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Maple Millen - November 08, 2024 at 03:40 PM

Maple Millen lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Helen Scott - November 08, 2024 at 02:21 PM

Helen Scott lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Leodis Ford - November 08, 2024 at 01:07 PM

Leodis Ford lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Vermell L. Sangster - November 08, 2024 at 12:08 PM

Vermell L. Sangster lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion
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Calvin Little - November 08, 2024 at 11:15 AM

Condolences from the BL Little family. The neighborhood is
saddened at the passing of your dear Mother . Our Prayers are with
you all. 

Shantel Harris - November 08, 2024 at 09:57 AM

Shantel Harris lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Sandra Dillard - November 08, 2024 at 08:20 AM

Sandra Dillard lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Sharon Smith - November 08, 2024 at 07:47 AM

Sharon Smith lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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Judy Holloway-Mayes - November 08, 2024 at 06:53 AM

Judy Holloway-Mayes lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Jacqueline Hill-Hollins - November 08, 2024 at 04:44 AM

Jacqueline Hill-Hollins lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Shanelle C Castell - November 07, 2024 at 11:07 PM

Prayers for the family

Elaine Brown - November 07, 2024 at 07:47 PM

Elaine Brown lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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Larry & Pamela Monroe - November 07, 2024 at 07:44 PM

Larry & Pamela Monroe lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Judith Powe - November 07, 2024 at 07:27 PM

God be with the family

Kathy Hamilton - November 07, 2024 at 07:25 PM

Kathy Hamilton lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

Yvonne Corley - November 07, 2024 at 05:16 PM

Yvonne Corley lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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Larry Martin - November 07, 2024 at 04:40 PM

Larry Martin lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion

MR.&MRS. MARION W GRIFFITH JR. - November 07, 2024 at 03:40 PM

MR.&MRS. MARION W GRIFFITH JR. lit a
candle in memory of Mrs. Mary Frances
Champion

The Hulett Family - November 07, 2024 at 01:23 PM

Many Prayers & Much Love

DIANE BLACKMON - November 07, 2024 at 12:53 PM

May God comfort each of you at this difficult
time.Weeping may endure for a night, but Joy
cometh in the morning. Praying for you all.
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Cynthia Tate - November 07, 2024 at 11:57 AM

Sending prayers and love to the family
for comfort and strength. Rest In Heavenly
Peace Mae Frances  

Deidre Hunter - November 07, 2024 at 11:20 AM

Deidre Hunter sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

rochelle brewer - November 07, 2024 at 10:48 AM

Rochelle Brewer lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Joselyn Jordan - November 07, 2024 at 10:33 AM
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Cheryl Kay Payton - November 07, 2024 at 09:17 AM

Cheryl Kay Payton sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Amelia Johnson - November 07, 2024 at 08:29 AM

Amelia Johnson lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Eugene & Michelle Blair - November 07, 2024 at 08:23 AM

Eugene & Michelle Blair lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Josie Sherman-Cash - November 07, 2024 at 08:05 AM

Our heartfelt deepest sympathy to the Family
we the Sherman family usher up prayers for
all of you. Our lives will never be the same for
such a great loss. keeping you in prayer daily
and know we are here for you. sending Love
and hugs
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Vanessa HumesJohnson - November 07, 2024 at 08:03 AM

Vanessa HumesJohnson lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Barbara Kemp-Lauria - November 07, 2024 at 07:22 AM

Barbara Kemp-Lauria lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Noland & Karen Heath - November 07, 2024 at 05:20 AM

Noland & Karen Heath lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Yvette Wofford - November 06, 2024 at 11:27 PM

Yvette Wofford lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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Renee Alexander - November 06, 2024 at 09:21 PM

May the Lord provide comfort and peace
during and after this difficult time. My prayers
are with you all. Hold fast to memories made,
for they are yours forever. I am so sorry for
the loss of your Mother.

Annie Ruth Speight Fuller - November 06, 2024 at 09:14 PM

Annie Ruth Speight Fuller lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Bobbie Turner - November 06, 2024 at 08:18 PM

Bobbie Turner sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

KAY DAWKINS - November 06, 2024 at 08:01 PM

KAY DAWKINS lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary Frances Champion
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Linda McClain Veasley - November 06, 2024 at 07:50 PM

Linda McClain Veasley sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Joanie Williams - November 06, 2024 at 07:36 PM

Joanie Williams sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Dorothy Burch and Family - November 06, 2024 at 06:08 PM

The Burch Family sends our sympathy and
prayers to the Champion family at the passing
of your mother may the Lord hold you in his
arms and strengthen you as you grieve the
passing of your dear mother

Sam and Ann Jones - November 06, 2024 at 04:59 PM

Sam And Ann Jones lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Mary Frances Champion



JL
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John and Debra lively - November 06, 2024 at 02:31 PM

John And Debra Lively lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Mary Frances Champion

Joe Winchester, Karen Murphy and Ashton - November 06, 2024 at 12:15 PM

Sending prayers to the Champion, Lee and All connected families.
Mae Frances was truly a gem, opening her home and giving
unconditional love to not only her children, grandchildren and also
many others, my family included. A strong and courageous woman
of Faith, Frances you fought a good fight, take your rest beautiful.


