Pastor Leroy Dorsey
April 11, 2005

Dorsey, Pastor James Leroy Saginaw, Michigan. Family hour will take place at 10:00 a.m.
on Monday, April 11, 2005 at the Wolverine State Baptist Headquarters, 615 S. Jefferson
Ave., with the funeral commencing at 11:00 a.m. Rev. Robert Robinson will officiate with
interment in Forest Lawn Cemetery. Friends may call at the Greater Freewill Baptist
Church, 615 Irving Park Place, on Sunday from 3:00 until 8:00 p.m. "I'm Reminded
of a Story" Pastor James Leroy Dorsey Born January 20th, 1934 to Jefferson and
Sarah Dorsey in Bourbon, Mississippi, the sixth oldest of 14 children. At age 14, the family
moved to Frenchman Bayou, Arkansas where he attended J.M. Speck Public Schools. On
August 31st, 1952, he married Ella Mae Brown. Together they shared 53 years and seven
children. In April 1966, Pastor Dorsey moved to Saginaw, Michigan seeking better job
opportunities. He was hired at Malleable Iron Central Foundry and in August 1966, he
brought his family to Saginaw. Pastor Dorsey accepted Jesus as his personal savior and
served faithfully as a Deacon at the First Baptist Church in Frenchman Bayou, Arkansas.
He accepted the call to ministry in February 1964 at First Baptist and in August 1964, he
was called to pastor Star Bethel Baptist Church in Joiner, Arkansas, and in October 1964,
he was called to pastor Cyprus Grove Baptist Church in Basset, Arkansas. Worship
service was held at Star Bethel on the 1st and 3rd Sunday and Cyprus Grove on the 2nd
and 4th Sunday. In April 1966, Pastor Dorsey joined the Tabernacle Missionary Baptist
Church, where under the leadership of Pastor R. B. Austin, he served faithfully for 10
years. In February 1976, Pastor Dorsey organized the Freewill Missionary Baptist Church
where he served as pastor until 2000. He was president of the Local Ministers, organized
the City Wide Revival Fellowship, served as 1st Vice Moderator of the Saginaw Valley
District while maintaining a full-time job at Central Foundry, retiring after 25 years of
service. He was a member of the UAW Local 455 and he attended ABTS in Saginaw and
UTS in Flint. He received an honorary Doctorate Degree of Divinity from Urban
Theological Seminary in October 1990. Pastor Dorsey loved his family and celebrated his
heritage. He often told stories of his childhood experiences with his siblings, Willie Burk*,
Ed*(Pearl) Dorsey, Charles* (Mary) Dorsey, Sarah Morris*, George (Bernice) Dorsey,
Roosevelt (Bernice) Dorsey, Matron (Katie) Dorsey, Phillip Dorsey*, Robert Dorsey*, Cora
(Charles) Blagmon, Roy (Beatrice) Manning, Bernice Manning, and Alma (Clifford)



Bonner. The stories were told to his children, Mary Reedy, Lillie Dorsey, Mildred (Kenneth)
Bell, James Dorsey, Lorane (Charles) McMillan, Annette Dorsey, Leroy (Sabrina) Dorsey,

his 18 grandchildren, his five great-grandchildren and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins

and friends. *Deceased



Tribute Wall

One of God's greatest servants is finally at rest. | remember as a child (at
Tabernacle), Pastor Dorsey's kind words and gentle touch. My prayers go out to
the Dorsey family, the Greater Freewill family and to all of those whose lives he
touched. | shall never forget you. God Bless.

Thea Burress - April 11, 2005 at 12:00 AM
May your family continue to stay steadfast iduring this time of reflection and

celebration.

Truman Hudson, Jr. - April 11, 2005 at 12:00 AM
To the Dorsey family especially my friends
Leroy and Lillie your hearts are heavy and
your eyes are filled with tears, but take a
moment to remember the goodtimes; smile and be assured that he is with the
Lord.
You all are in my thoughts and prayers.
Peace be unto you,
Medgar
Medgar Clark - April 11, 2005 at 12:00 AM
Leroy and Family,
Please accept our heartfelt condolences, and know you are being lifted up in

prayer during this time of grief and loss.

"I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help." Psalms
121:1

"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying" Revelations 21:4

May God bless and comfort you.

Adonicio "Panama" Hartley - April 11, 2005 at 12:00 AM



god sent you into my life as a child, when you were asst. pastor at tabernacle.
when my uncle rb austin past in 1988, i felt lost at tabernacle. it was very natural
to join freewill. pastor welcomed me without skipping a beat. He had me back in
sunday school, choir, and mission. up in front leading songs, reviewing lessons,
and even vice president of mission, pastor wouldn't let you be a bench member.
he truly inspired me to reach beyond the break. that october 3rd, seven years
ago, bent a chain in my life which has now been broken.

i will be praying for the family, extended family, and church family. i will miss you,
so will hallee, and especially pearl.

eunice nash randle - April 11, 2005 at 12:00 AM

MR.

HI MILDRED: (CLASS OF 74) SENDING OUR CONDOLENCES TO YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY WITH LOVE FROM MINE. MAY GOD CONTINUE TO GIVE YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY LOVE, PEACE, AND JOY.

I'VE KNOWN YOU ALL FOR SUCH A LONG TIME ALSO. YOUR FATHER
ASST. PASTOR OF TABERNACLE (FORMERLY, SANDFORD ST.) IT'S BEEN A
WHILE SINCE I'VE SEEN YOU! TAKE CARE AND MAY GOD BE WITH YOU.
ERNESTINE (SHS)

& MRS JAMES JASPER - April 11, 2005 at 12:00 AM

MAY YOUR FAMILY CONTINUE TO FIND STRENGTH IN THE LORD. WE ARE

SENDING OUR PRAYERS FROM OUR HEARTS TO THE FAMILY OF PASTOR
DORSEY.

April 11, 2005 at 12:00 AM



