
Mrs. Vida Rouse
June 28, 1932 - May 24, 2020

Fearfully and wonderfully made, her grace and beauty shined as a mother,
grandmother, sister, daughter, aunt, wife, friend, leader, and woman of God. 

 

Vida Butler was born on June 28, 1932 in Birmingham, Alabama to parents
Allie Glass and Rev. Captain Leonard (C.L.) Butler. Vida was the eighth of
thirteen children and was educated in Birmingham, Alabama and later
graduated from Saginaw High School. 

 

As a child, Vida attended First Baptist, Gary Ensley Church; and was baptized
in Edgewater Lake (Birmingham, Alabama) by her father Rev. C.L. Butler.
Vida was a part of The Great Migration, and moved to Michigan, where she
would make Saginaw her home. Her persistence and tenacity made it
possible for her to advance through different manufacturing positions, to
eventually achieve the goal of retiring from Saginaw Steering Gear. While in
Saginaw she married William Eugene ‘Gene’ Rouse, a devoted and loving
partner, who preceded her in death. 

 

As a woman with may interests she was intentional about prioritizing God,
family, and service. She loved the Lord and was a proud and active member
of Bethel A.M.E. Church for over 45 years. Her dedication was exhibited
through serving as a member of the Bowman Gospel Chorus, Bethel Voices,
150th Anniversary Committee, and serving as a Reading Clerk for funerals.



Her passion was the Men-Women’s Day, where she served several times as
Women’s Day chair. She was also asked to serve in the prestigious position of
chairwomen, of the Bishop’s Dining Room Committee whenever Bethel hosted
the Michigan Annual Conference. Further, being a woman of style and class,
her fashion especially her stunning hat collection did not let her go unnoticed.
But most importantly she loved the Lord and believed in the power of prayer. 

 

Not one to waste time or an opportunity to better herself, once retired Vida
enrolled in computer classes. She also volunteered her service at the
Saginaw City Rescue Mission, helping in the children’s store, making apple
pies for holiday fundraisers, and anything else that would be uplifting to give
people hope and strength. She went on to join The Top Ladies of Distinction
(TLOD) organization and served as the Saginaw Chapter President from
2013-2015. Under her leadership, the chapter earned their highest honor of a
Five Star Chapter and received the esteemed President’s Award and
Partnership Award. She especially loved working with the Top Teens Youth
Group. 

 

As a leader in the community and her family, it was known that she liked
things done right, and in her specific order. If they were not done to her
expectations, she did not hesitate to let you know! The queen of not taking
any mess, and handling business, she let her vivacious energy take her
literally across the world. As she fed into her desire to learn about different
cultures and traditions, she found herself in places like Brazil, Argentina, the
Caribbean, New York City, and more. She passed the joy of travel to her
granddaughters and made sure they knew from a young age to only pack
what they could carry. 

 

Vida’s zest for life found its way to the kitchen. She took pride in her award-
winning potato salad, baking her signature pineapple upside-down cake and
cooking full course meals to uphold holiday traditions. It was her intention to



better everything that she touched, including her garden which she enjoyed
keeping immaculate. A visionary, a dreamer, and a doer, Vida had the
courage, determination, and work ethic to set and achieve her goals. Her life
serves as encouragement to stay strong in our faith in God and sets the
expectation for us to do great things. 

 

More than anything Vida loved her family. She treasured time shared with her
beloved son, Carlton, who mirrors her confident and charismatic personality. 

She leaves to carry on her legacy her son, Carlton (Glorietta) Flakes; three
granddaughters, Bertha-Ann Chester, Ashley Flakes, and Alexis Flakes; one
sister, Velma Gaddis; four step-children, Rev. William Rouse II, Barbara Tate,
Dr. Gail Rouse, and Maria Brewer; godchildren, Major General (Ret.) Adolph
McQueen and Dr. Roslyn McQueen; cherished friends, Yvette Wofford,
Brenda Beard, Annye Roberts and Eleanor Taylor; and a host of beloved
nieces, nephews, cousins, great-nieces, great-nephews, and friends. 

She is welcomed home by God to, her parents; spouse; brothers, James,
Stanton, Ivory, Travis, and Winston Butler; her sisters, Sadie Maiden, Elnora
Kroger, Ileane Ager, Lois Fletcher, Aretha McIntosh, and Madolyn Harvey. 

 

“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord”. Romans 8: 38-39 

 

Vida’s famous sayings: “Use your own mind” “Get Bold” 
 

Visitation will take place from 2:00 until 6:00 p.m. on Monday, June 8, 2020 at
Bethel AME Church, 535 Cathay Street, Saginaw, MI 48601. A private funeral



service will be held. Interment will be in Forest Lawn Cemetery, 3210 S.
Washington Ave., Saginaw, MI 48601.



Cemetery Details

Forest Lawn Cemetery

3210 S. Washington Avenue
Saginaw, MI

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 8. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Bethel A.M.E. Church
535 Cathay Street
Saginaw, MI 48601



Tribute Wall

WR

Browne's Mortuary - June 09, 2020 at 04:23 PM

Evans & Browne's Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

SL
Stephen landrum - June 12, 2020 at 05:04 PM

Sorry for the loss praying for the family

Wanda Faye Reynolds & ReynoldsFamily - September 26, 2020 at 10:05 AM

Wanda Faye Reynolds & ReynoldsFamily lit a
candle in memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse



DB

TB

Donella Morris - July 15, 2020 at 02:03 AM

Carlton its 1:53 a.m. Wednesday morning July 15th I just happen to
be browsing through the obituary and I am so sorry that I missed
your mother's home going I can't apologize enough,somehow her
passing got pass me, because you know I would have been there
nevertheless you have my condolences, we were so blessed to
have had our mothers for as long as we did,long enough for us to
grow up and provide for ourselves that is truly a blessing Hallelujah
in the name of Jesus, rest in peace my janes street mom Mrs Vida

Dorothy Brown - June 13, 2020 at 02:03 PM

Dorothy Brown lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Terrance Benefield - June 11, 2020 at 02:52 PM

Terrance Benefield lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse



MR

LT

DP

Marcia Reeves - June 11, 2020 at 10:22 AM

The staff and guests at City Rescue Mission of Saginaw, send our
sincere condolences to the family of Mrs. Vida, as she was
affectionately know at the Mission. I can personally attest to the
sincere love and concern Mrs. Rouse had for the disadvantaged.
Mrs. Rouse treated every person with a genuine love and respect
regardless of their character. Mrs. Rouse hosted a table every year
at The Mission's anniversary dinner, served on the Mission's
Auxiliary and volunteered in the Auxiliary gift shop and at their
annual Strawberry Festival booth. Everyone knew how much Mrs.
Rouse loved her family, especially her son and granddaughters. Her
dedication to Christ and His people was the motivation in everything
she did. What a blessing she was to us...she will be missed. 
 
Marcia M. Reeves 

 Rescue Ministries of Mid-Michigan

Linda Troutmon - June 09, 2020 at 12:43 PM

Linda Troutmon lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Dorothy Price-Omar - June 09, 2020 at 12:37 PM

Dorothy Price-Omar lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse



GB

JT

MM

Gwen Bowman - June 09, 2020 at 10:35 AM

Gwen Bowman lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

John T. Turner - June 09, 2020 at 12:17 AM

Ms. Rouse was truly a woman of distinction. May the Lord bless her
soul!

Marilyn Moore - June 08, 2020 at 05:08 PM

Carlton, Glorietta & family, I met your mother, I believe between
2003-2008 in Okemos at a dealership where we were both having
our cars serviced. We talked nonstop until one of our cars was
ready. She was so positive that it was delightful sitting and talking
with her. I asked her, if she lived in Okemos? She said, no; I am
visiting my son and daughter-in-law. I then said who are they?
When she said, Carlton Flakes and his wife Glorietta, her face
beamed and she had the biggest smile. I am confident that, you
have loads of happy memories of her. Eddie and I hope that you will
find comfort in these memories. With deepest sympathy, Eddie &
Marilyn



PM

RW

JA

Paula Murchison - June 08, 2020 at 02:33 PM

Our heart felt condolences to Carlton Flake & Family. Mrs. Rouse
was a wonderful woman with lot's of class. She was God fearing,
loved her family and gave back to the Saginaw community. Her
memories will be in our  forever. Job well done Mrs. Vida, wear
your crown and take your rest. Lovingly Paula Murchison and your
Lansing friends...

Rodney and Walker - June 08, 2020 at 02:25 PM

Rodney And Walker lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

JJ Akins - June 08, 2020 at 12:34 PM

JJ Akins sent a virtual gift in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse



BB

DC

LG

LG

Brenda Beckom - June 08, 2020 at 12:09 PM

Mrs. Vida was the first one to welcome my
family to the neighborhood with a gift basket.
A woman of great class. God fearing & full of
wisdom. I admired how she lived a vivacious
life that wasn’t influenced by age. 

 Still hard to believe she’s gone...She will always be a part of our
lives 

 Love the Beckom Family 

David and Rebecca Carter - June 08, 2020 at 10:45 AM

David And Rebecca Carter lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Linda Goings - June 07, 2020 at 07:57 PM

We are keeping you and your family in our thoughts and prayers.
Linda G. and Fred P.

Linda Goings - June 07, 2020 at 07:54 PM

Linda Goings lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse



CF

GD

GS

GS

CHOYCE FAMILY - June 07, 2020 at 07:17 PM

ALWAYS SWEET..VIDA AND MY MOM..GO
WAY BACK...THEY WORKED AT STEERING
GEAR TOGETHER..AND ALSO KNEW ONE
ANOTHER..OUTSIDE OF WORK..I MET
VIDA..AT THE AGE OF ABOUT 14.. WE
PRAY STRENGHT AND COMFORT..TO THE FAMILY..

Gregory Daniel - June 07, 2020 at 06:27 PM

Gregory Daniel lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Gregory Daniel Sr - June 07, 2020 at 06:26 PM

Gregory Daniel Sr lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Gregory Daniel Sr - June 07, 2020 at 06:25 PM

Gregory Daniel Sr lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse



TH

R!

PM

Thomas - June 07, 2020 at 06:16 PM

Brother Flakes - 
  

Ours prayers are with you and your family during this difficult time. 
 
Thomas (Tommy) & Carolyn Nelson

Rance family !! - June 06, 2020 at 07:45 PM

Rance Family !! sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Pamela Maloy - June 06, 2020 at 10:56 AM

Pamela Maloy lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse



Aquanetta
White-
Olive

LM

TF

Aquanetta White-Olive - June 05, 2020 at 11:39 PM

Sending my heartfelt prayers and deepest
condolences to my Cousin Calton, his
Beautiful Wife, and his two Lovely Daughters,
and to all whom shared the love and warmth
that my Cousin Vida so generously offered. I
will forever hold deep in my heart all the delightful memories of the
many gatherings I was blessed to have spent with You. Rest in
peace Cousin Vida. And may the Lord keep and comfort my family
throughout this sorrowful time. Your Cousin Aquanetta S White-
Olive & Family

Loudean Moultrie - June 05, 2020 at 10:35 PM

Loudean Moultrie sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Tyus family - June 05, 2020 at 04:33 PM

Tyus Family lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse



LJ

DA

CJ

KK

Louis C Mitchell Jr - June 05, 2020 at 01:35 PM

Louis C Mitchell Jr lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Dwight Atkins - June 05, 2020 at 09:21 AM

My sincere condolences to you Brother
Flakes and your family.

 -- Brother Dwight Atkins

Chris &Wayne Jernigan - June 05, 2020 at 09:02 AM

Chris &Wayne Jernigan sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Karen Keys-Turner - June 04, 2020 at 12:26 PM

Our condolences to the family. Rest
peacefully Mrs. Rouse.



DM

DA

GP

DP

Derrell Martin - June 03, 2020 at 09:44 PM

Derrell Martin lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Debra Austin - June 03, 2020 at 09:37 PM

Debra Austin lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Gail Porter - June 03, 2020 at 09:01 PM

Gail Porter lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Vida
Rouse

Dennis, Gail Porter - June 03, 2020 at 09:00 PM

Dennis, Gail Porter lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse



CB

SD

JD

VB

Cynthia L Bruce-Taylor - June 03, 2020 at 04:34 PM

Cynthia L Bruce-Taylor sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

CB

Cynthia L Bruce-Taylor - June 03, 2020 at 04:46 PM

I will always Love and Miss you Ms Vida....I always enjoyed attending
great events with you and Aunt Ann....Rest in Peace My Dear Ms Vida 

Sabrina Dunnaway - June 03, 2020 at 02:48 PM

Thanks for always showing concern and
praying for us and letting Grandma know that
she’s Blessed! Triston, Alana & Alasia

John Dunnaway - June 03, 2020 at 01:46 PM

Vida is gardening in Paradise!

Vicki & Harold Brown-Dunnaway - June 03, 2020 at 01:40 PM

Rest In Peace.



VD

SF

JD

JD

Valerie Dunnaway - June 03, 2020 at 01:39 PM

Rest in Heaven!

Sabrina Dunnaway & family - June 03, 2020 at 01:37 PM

Rest well Ms Vida! You will be missed

John & Shirley Dunnaway - June 03, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“You can be a good neighbor only if you have good neighbors.”

John & Shirley Dunnaway - June 03, 2020 at 01:30 PM

John & Shirley Dunnaway lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse



JR

BK

JB

DB

Joyce Robinson - June 03, 2020 at 12:52 PM

Joyce Robinson lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Beatrice King - June 03, 2020 at 12:07 PM

Beatrice King sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Joyce Barlow - June 03, 2020 at 11:30 AM

Joyce Barlow lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Dorothy Burch - June 03, 2020 at 09:42 AM

Dorothy Burch lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse



RW

GF

DH

Rhonda Warren - June 03, 2020 at 09:20 AM

Rhonda Warren lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Glora Wilson and Hall family - June 03, 2020 at 09:04 AM

Glora Wilson And Hall Family lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

GF
Glora Wilson and Hall family - June 03, 2020 at 09:09 AM

Vida we will miss you. You can now be with your friend Eva Alexander.
Praying for the family.

Denise Wilburn Tanya howard - June 02, 2020 at 10:45 PM

Denise Wilburn Tanya Howard lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse



DT

JS

SH

RB

Deacon John and Sis. Lillian Thomas - June 02, 2020 at 06:19 PM

Deacon John And Sis. Lillian Thomas sent a
virtual gift in memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Janie Surles-Cork - June 02, 2020 at 05:14 PM

Janie Surles-Cork sent a virtual gift in memory
of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Stephanie Hall - June 02, 2020 at 03:43 PM

Stephanie Hall sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Rosemary and Robert Brewer - June 02, 2020 at 02:02 PM

Rosemary And Robert Brewer lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse



LW

NT

MB

ED

Lady Patricia & Lord Rev Jodie Williams - June 02, 2020 at 01:54 PM

Lady Patricia & Lord Rev Jodie Williams lit a
candle in memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Nola Taylor - June 02, 2020 at 12:40 PM

Nola Taylor lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Mary BaileyFifer - June 01, 2020 at 06:09 PM

Mary BaileyFifer lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Edna (god daughter) - June 01, 2020 at 04:31 PM

Edna (god Daughter) lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Vida Rouse



MF

VS

SH

Margo Tyus and Family - June 01, 2020 at 03:24 PM

Margo Tyus And Family lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Vermell Sangster - June 01, 2020 at 12:49 PM

Vermell Sangster lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Susan Hall - May 31, 2020 at 03:57 PM

Carlton and Family, 
  

The Hall sisters send our deepest sympathies in the passing of your
mother. Vida was a great friend to our mom and a faithful servant to
her church. We will always cherish memories of her attending our
annual Family & Friends gatherings, One in particular was extra
special when Ashley and Alexis joined her in Arizona. Thanks for
sharing her with us. 

 Vera Jones, Gloria Wilson, Sherley Bowen, Helen Jones, Susan
Hall, and Demona Hall



AP

GP

DW

HB

Allberta Pruitt - May 31, 2020 at 11:13 AM

Allberta Pruitt lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Geraldine Parris - May 30, 2020 at 12:53 PM

Geraldine Parris lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Delores Williams - May 30, 2020 at 12:34 PM

Calvin and Delores Williams

Helena Badger - May 30, 2020 at 12:20 AM

Helena Badger lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse



TL

AZ

SF

T'Pring Liddell - May 30, 2020 at 12:16 AM

T'Pring Liddell sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Albert&Frances Zackrie - May 29, 2020 at 11:37 PM

Albert&Frances Zackrie sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Elaine Jackson - May 29, 2020 at 11:28 PM

Our Sincere Condolences To Sis. Vida Rouse's
Family. She will be dearly missed.

 God Bless and Love, 
 Houston Jr. & Elaine Jackson and Family

Stephanie Ford - May 29, 2020 at 10:27 PM

Stephanie Ford sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse



CM

RV

LE

DA

Charlotte McMillan-Harper - May 29, 2020 at 09:51 PM

Charlotte McMillan-Harper lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Robert and Linda Veasley - May 29, 2020 at 04:42 PM

Condolences to the family of Mrs. Vida. She
was a very strong, courageous, and sweet
neighbor. A very classy lady, now takes her
rest

LUCY ERBY - May 29, 2020 at 12:04 PM

LUCY ERBY lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Dona Austin-Bigby - May 28, 2020 at 11:24 PM

Dona Austin-Bigby lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse



BB

SH

FM

DH

Belinda Barlow-Poole - May 28, 2020 at 10:49 PM

Belinda Barlow-Poole lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Susan Hall - May 28, 2020 at 10:30 PM

Susan Hall lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Vida
Rouse

Fay McKinnie - May 28, 2020 at 10:01 PM

Fay McKinnie lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Denise Wilburn Tanya howard - May 28, 2020 at 09:54 PM

Denise Wilburn Tanya Howard sent a virtual gift
in memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse



VH

SM

BN

DD

VANESSA HUMES-HUMES - May 28, 2020 at 07:49 PM

VANESSA HUMES-HUMES sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Sam and Deborah Mack - May 28, 2020 at 07:24 PM

Sam And Deborah Mack lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Barb Nichols - May 28, 2020 at 07:04 PM

Barb Nichols lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Debra Drake - May 28, 2020 at 04:22 PM

Debra Drake lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse



MD

LM

VJ

Mr&Mrs William Doxie - May 28, 2020 at 07:33 AM

Mr&Mrs William Doxie lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Louise Mckinnie - May 27, 2020 at 10:21 PM

Louise Mckinnie lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

LM
Louise Mckinnie - May 27, 2020 at 10:23 PM

Rest In Peace Lady Vida

Val J - May 27, 2020 at 10:13 PM

Val J sent a virtual gift in memory of Mrs. Vida
Rouse



DS

DM

AJ

Debbie Sims - May 27, 2020 at 09:57 PM

Debbie Sims lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Deborah Morris-Williams - May 27, 2020 at 09:51 PM

Deborah Morris-Williams lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

ALICE FAYE JOHNSON - May 27, 2020 at 09:49 PM

ALICE FAYE JOHNSON sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Yvette Wofford - May 27, 2020 at 08:15 PM

Yvette Wofford lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse



HS

MM

AL

Helen Scott - May 27, 2020 at 07:17 PM

Helen Scott lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse

Melleretha Moses-Johnson - May 27, 2020 at 06:57 PM

Melleretha Moses-Johnson lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Vida Rouse

Charline Bodiford - May 27, 2020 at 06:46 PM

Mrs. Rouse was always so very nice to me. 
 The family has my deepest condolences 

Annie Lowery - May 27, 2020 at 01:34 PM

Annie Lowery lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Vida Rouse



CM

BJ

CL

Carolyn J. Mason - May 27, 2020 at 12:34 PM

Carolyn J. Mason lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

Brenda Jones - May 27, 2020 at 12:25 PM

Rest in Peace, Vida

Claudine(Penny)Fife - May 27, 2020 at 12:23 PM

Claudine(Penny)Fife lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Vida Rouse

CL
Claudine(Penny)Fife - May 27, 2020 at 12:35 PM

Carlton and family you have my heartfelt sympathy during this most
difficult time. The Fife and Martin families

SD

Shirley Dunnaway - May 30, 2020 at 05:52 PM

Extending our deepest sympathy to you and your family during this
time. Our prayers and blessings are with the family.

  
John & Shirley Dunnaway



LA

Laura Austin-Gerken - June 05, 2020 at 07:07 AM

My deepest sympathy to Ms. Vida's family,
 I worked with Ms. Vida for many years at Steering Gear. Her kindness

and encouragement helped me through many a day. Thank you Ms.
Vida for being the light.

 Laura Austin-Gerken


